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set that isn’t of Christ or because you begin to accept sin into your 
life a� er seeing it demonstrated on TV so many times.” 

So once we recognize the war that is raging all around us, how 
do we � ght to win? Linda put it simply: “It takes the truth to set us 
free.” One of the main ways the enemy � ghts us is by blinding us 
to the truth. If we know what is true and hold tight to it, the enemy 
will be powerless against us. “� e truth starts with what Christ did 
for us on the Cross, but it continues with Christ in us. If we un-
derstand that Christ is in us, the enemy will never win the battle.” 

Now more than ever, the stakes are high. “As parents and grand-
parents and friends and family members, it’s up to us to � ght for 
our loved ones. We aren’t just � ghting for ourselves; we’re � ghting 
for the next generation. We need to be ready to � ght — and win.” 

The Real Meaning of Victory
If we’re engaged in battle, that implies there will be a win-

ner and a loser — a side that experiences victory and a side 
that experiences defeat. So what does victory look like, from 
a spiritual perspective?

Helpful Resources from Linda Evans Shepherd
RightToTheHeart.com: This site ministers to millions of people who cry out for help on the Internet 

with tools like the “God Test,” an interactive website that has brought nearly 300,000 people to the Lord, 
and www.ThinkingAboutSuicide.com, which provides resources for people who feel depressed and alone. 

LeadingHearts.com: This free magazine is designed to encourage Christian women who lead hearts, 
whether at home, at work, in their communities, or at church. It includes insights from top Christian au-
thors and communicators who know what it’s like to be a woman in a leadership role.

Advanced Writers and Speakers Association (AWSA): This organization is for Christian women 
authors and speakers. Many women in these roles are often ministering out of the over� ow of their 
hearts and aren’t connected with organizations. This group o� ers prayer support as well as training 
and encouragement. 

Winning Your Daily Spiritual Battles: Linda’s most recent book (Revell, 2016) tackles spiritual warfare. 
God created us with purpose and potential, so why are we � ghting the same old battles instead of living 
the life He intends? He has provided all the weapons we need to succeed in every area of life. This book 
explains how to use them. For more information about Linda’s ministry, visit www.GotToPray.com.

In God’s economy, victory doesn’t necessarily mean we never 
experience loss or heartache, or that life turns out exactly the 
way we hope. It does mean that in the long term, God transforms 
even our heartbreak into something redemptive. Linda has expe-
rienced this bittersweet kind of victory � rsthand.

� e day a� er Linda’s daughter Laura’s 30th birthday, a� er 
decades of disability and medical challenges, she lost the � ght 
for her life. “� at moment was incredibly sad, but it was also 
beautiful,” Linda said. “In the past, we’d always told her that 
she couldn’t die yet because it wasn’t her turn to go. But the 
day came last July when it was clearly her time, and we gave 
her permission. ‘Today it’s your turn,’ I told her. ‘Jesus is so ex-
cited you’re coming. Your Pawpaw can’t wait to see you.’” Linda 
pauses, the emotion heavy in her voice. “We lost her, but we 
didn’t lose the battle. In the midst of my grief, the Lord remind-
ed me that long ago I had given her life to him. Today Laura is 
no longer disabled; she is totally healed. And even better, she is 
with the Lord. � e enemy did not win.” 

And that’s what true victory looks like — not that our prayers 
are always answered the way we want them to — but that God 
is at work even in the di�  cult parts of our stories. “� e Lord 
uses our stories for good, even when it’s painful,” Linda said. 
“By this point in my life I’ve learned that you can’t escape the 
rougher sides of earthly life and the heartbreak of living on this 
planet. I know I’m not the only one who has hurts and disap-
pointments, so I’m determined to use my struggles to reach out 
and encourage others who are hurting.” 

� is sounds precisely like what Paul had in mind when he 
penned these words: “Put on every piece of God’s armor so you 
will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. � en a� er the 
battle you will still be standing � rm” (Ephesians 6:13).  �<

Stephanie Rische is a senior editor of non� ction books at 
Tyndale House Publishers. You can follow Stephanie’s blog 
about everyday moments of grace at stephanierische.com.

Laura passed away the day after her 30th birthday and is now with Jesus. 


